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Neighborhood Cooperation and Bridge-Building Peace Policy: 

The Role of Slovenia 
 
The seminar is a part of the long-term project of the Institute for Peace Research and 
Security Policy at the University of Hamburg (IFSH) on building up an Academic 
Network of South East Europe. The project is supported by funds of the DAAD-support 
program as a part of the stability pact for Southeast Europe. Participants of the 
workshop are students of the master course (Master of Peace and Security Studies in 
Hamburg/Germany) as well as other participants from South Eastern Europe. Partners 
so far are the Universities of Ljubljana, Sarajevo, Novi Sad, Rijeka, Zagreb, Prishtina, 
Skopje and Tetovo. The next partner should be the University of Podgorica. 
 
The workshop dealt with the specific role Slovenia takes being on one hand at the 
external border of the EU and on the other historically and geographically connected to 
countries of the Western Balkans. The topic was  therefore Neighborhood Cooperation 
and Bridge-Building Peace Policy: The Role of Slovenia. For this reason, it was 
interesting to see how Slovenia influences and supports the countries in the region. In 
order to enable students to get an insight into the issues in Slovenia, briefings, lectures 
and discussions were  held by representatives of various ministries, NGOs, international 
players, university professors and both students from Germany and students from 
Slovenia. The workshop gave  participants the opportunity to get in touch with people 
and institutions from various backgrounds. Additionally, the network itself fosters 
peaceful solutions for various regional conflicts by strengthening tolerance, 
understanding and communication between its members. The workshop was also used 
to bring partners of the Academic Network South East Europe together to discuss future 
common projects, e.g. comparative research in the sector of human rights, security 
sector reform or in the drafting of regulations for master programs in the field of peace 
research. The Working language of the workshop was English. 
 
Please contact: 
Dr. Patricia Schneider and Naida Mehmedbegovic 
Email: Patricia: schneider@ifsh.de; Naida: soex103@studium.uni-hamburg.de  
 
Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy 
at the University of Hamburg (IFSH)/ 
Institut für Friedensforschung und Sicherheitspolitik 
an der Universität Hamburg (IFSH) 
Beim Schlump 83, 20144 Hamburg, Germany  
Master of Peace and Security Studies( MPS): http://www.ifsh.de/IFSH/studium/mps.htm 
SEE-network: http://www.akademischesnetzwerk-soe.net/ 
 
 
Organizers:  
1. Chair of Defence Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana 
2. Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy, University of Hamburg (IFSH) 
3. Slovenian Armed Forces, Ministry of Defence 
4. Center for European Perspective (Republic of Slovenia) 
 



Workshop in Slovenia: 

23.-30. November 2008 
 
Sunday, 23 November 2008 
 
City tour through Ljubljana with Urban Logar 

 
In our first activity around 20 people 
participated, the organizers, the German 
students and a couple of people from the 
Academic Network SEE arriving in the 
early afternoon. Our tour guide, Urban 
Logar, started off with a joke, continued 
with jokes, and ended with jokes. Our 
amusement about those nevertheless 
was as rapidly declining as was the 
outside temperature. 
  
With the explanations along with the 
different sights in the city, Urban Logar 
gave us an impression of a history 

riddled with historical anecdotes and facts about Ljubljana. The town with its 280,000 
people is the capital and as such the political, economical, educational and cultural 
centre of Slovenia. The focus of the tour lay upon the architecture constructed by Jože 
Plečnik (1872-1957), who was, as our guide described it, the “best thing what happened 
to Slovenia”. In fact, the town is 
really famous for his architectural 
monuments. In 1925 Plečnik was 
charged with the rearrangement of 
Ljubljana, thus giving the city a new 
character, because the damage 
after the disastrous earthquake in 
1895 was still apparent. Between 
1936 and 1941 he built the national 
and university library, a particular 
building due to its protruding 
stones, symbols of the obstacles 
one must overcome on the long 
path of education. A stone 
sculpture showing several men 
sitting together on a bench is 
located in front of the building. These men were the professors most important to the 
safekeeping of the Slovenian language. This is a key factor since the use of their own 
language was prohibited to the Slovenes for a long stretch of time. This is also a good 
link to France Prešeren (1800-1849) - the most important Slovenian poet - after whom 
the main square in the city centre is named. He asserted the right to a unified written 



language for all Slovenes and defended it against attempts to blend it into an artificial 
Illyrian Yugoslav language. The square, on which a statue of Prešeren catches the eye, 
impresses with its funnel like shape focussing on the Triple Bridge (Plečnik). The latter is 
one of many bridges arching over the river Ljubljanica connecting the city to an artificial 
island. This island was coincidentally created in 1850, as a new channel had been 

driven to shorten the often winding route of the river. It proved to 
be valuable, not only for trade, but also as a safeguard against 
the high tides.  
 
On our way to the district Krakovo, we saw an obelisk dedicated 
to Napoléon Bonaparte who made Ljubljana the capital of his 
Illyrian Provinces of France. Krakovo itself is a quiet borough 
with old half-timber houses. All year round it is a peaceful 
neighborhood apart from the touristy places. Here you can find 
the best Cevapćići in town. The earthquake of the 19th century 
left only a few old houses to remain intact. Nevertheless, we 
found some beautiful old Rococo houses on our way back to the 
centre, where we concluded our little walk. 
 

(Minutes taken by Sebastian Illing) 
 
 
 
Monday, 24 November 2008 
 
Welcome Speeches, University of Ljubljana, Department of Defense Studies 
 

On Monday morning students from the Master of 
Peace and Security program in Hamburg, 
Germany along with students from the 
Department of Defense Studies at the University 
of Ljubljana and other participants from South 
East Europe, met at the University of Ljubljana to 
begin the 2008 workshop.  They were first 
greeted by the Dean of the Faculty of Social 
Science, Professor Anton Grizold. He spoke 
about the opportunities the workshops was 
presenting to build relationship with 
knowledgeable people on both sides of the Alps 

and the importance of experiencing the Slovenia culture as well as participating in the 
seminar.  He was followed by Dr Patricia Schneider, who explained the organization of 
the Academic Network South East Europe.  She mentioned the DAAD’s funding of the 
program as well as the other participating universities. Next to speak was Professor 
Bojko Bučar, the Vice Dean of the Faculty of Social Science.  He spoke about the 
University system in Slovenia and especially about the University of Ljubljana.  The 
Faculty of Social Science is one of the biggest faculties at the university, with 4,000 
students.  He also spoke about the importance of student exchange between countries 
and hoped the amount of students participating in exchanges and funding for these 



exchanges will continue to rise. The final welcome speaker was Jerneja Elofiga.  She 
spoke about the different opportunities for scholarships and programs in the Balkans 
and especially in Slovenia.  
(Minutes taken by Caitlin Corrigan) 
 
 
Kristin van der Leest:  
Position of Peacebuilding in EU countries 
 

Kristin van der Leest, from the organization Partners 
for Democratic Change International, held an 
extensive presentation concerning the European 
Union and peacebuilding, and the Initiative for 
Peacebuilding and its mission. First, she started with 
an introduction of the conceptual framework of 
peacebuilding based on the aspects and strategies  
defined by Johann Galtung. Regardless of whether 
one begins before, during, or after the eruption of a 
conflict, peacebuilding must be achieved through 
changing structures, attitudes, and behaviors. Van 
der Leest talked about the interplay of different 
structures from military, police, humanitarian 
agencies and development agencies. She mentioned 
the importance of the linkage between security and 
development, social and economical, and political 

development and the need to recognize and understand the linkage and overlap thereof. 
The role of civil societies in peacebuilding should be a non-partisan help to communities 
seeking assistance in solving violent conflicts non-violently through independent media, 
conflict impact assessment, and by helping to develop local capacities.    
      
The next section dealt with the EU and conflict prevention, and the important treaties 
such as the Maastricht and Cologne Treaty, because here the Common Security and 
Defense Policy and the European Security and Defense Policy were decided. She also 
mentioned the key dates in the history of the EU that were relevant in setting the EU’s 
focus on conflict prevention, like in 2003 when the European Security Strategy was 
designed.  Following, she briefly summarized the pillar structure of the EU and how the 
different institutions are connected. Van der Leest then indicated where to find conflict 
prevention within the Commission and crisis management within the Council. An 
interesting point was the reasons van der Leest attributed to why civil society should 
work on EU level: mainly because the EU is a major actor and the biggest donor to civil 
society programs, but also because the civil societies can raise awareness of NGO’s 
contribution to peacebuilding and influence EU policies. Van der Leest singled out the 
Gothenburg Programme, a political commitment that relies on four objectives: 1) to set 
clear priorities for preventive action, 2) to improve early warning, action and policy 
coherence, 3) to enhance instruments for short and long-term prevention,  and 4) to 
build effective partnerships for prevention. The discrepancy between what was stated by 
the objectives and what was really implemented were then explained.   
     



The last part of the presentation then dealt with the Initiative for Peacebuilding (IfP), a 
consortium consisting of members of ten civil societies whose purpose is to develop and 
promote international knowledge and expertise in conflict prevention and peacebuilding. 
IfP constitutes six interrelated clusters, such as mediation, natural resource 
management and economy, but also capacity building and training. Van der Leest 
elaborated more on the cluster of transitional justice, an approach to systematic or mass 
violations of human rights that provides redress to victims and aims to transform abusive 
systems. This approach has two objectives which strive for justice for victims and to 
reinforce peace, democracy, and reconciliation through the implementation of different 
tools. The IfP’s target countries are Poland, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, and Slovenia, but 
also countries that already show good practices of the IfP’s objectives like Spain, 
Greece, and Portugal. These countries have developed different capacities, are in the 
process of developing, or are still facing several challenges developing capacities like 
overseas development aid. With that, van der Leest ended her presentation, leaving 
very little time for questions after quite an extensive presentation. 
(Minutes taken by Dominigue Klein) 
 
 
Dr. Uroš Svete: Slovenia and Peacebuilding –  
Slovenian Government, GO’s and NGO’s in Peacebuilding Process 
 
Dr. Uroš Svete, researcher at Defence Research Center and a teaching assistant at the 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University in Ljubljana, introduced Slovenian international 
development policy and challenges Slovenia is facing regarding peacebuilding as it turns 
from being a receiver to becoming a donor of aid.  
 
The legal base for the country’s involvement 
in peacebuilding is provided by the 
International Development Cooperation of the 
Republic of Slovenia Act. Slovenia 
understands peacebuilding mainly as 
humanitarian and post conflict assistance, 
developing social, economic services and 
infrastructure for countries recovering from 
conflict. Slovenia prioritizes its assistance 
regionally, mainly focusing on Western 
Balkans, followed by Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus and Central Asia, and finally other 
developing countries.  
 
However, the implementation of international development cooperation strategies poses 
a problem. Dr. Svete explained that public administration is not keen to second its top 
staff to missions abroad. The main reasons for that he sees in inflexible state 
administration, limitations on participation of NGOs, sometimes also in their 
unwillingness to participate, and unsupportive public opinion. Therefore, Slovenia still 
has to develop its “security culture”, through which a consensus for activities to support 
peace and democracy would be made on a societal level. 
(Minutes taken by Katja Gönc and Sebastian Illing) 



Janja Vuga:  
Public Opinion Regarding Peace Operations 
Janja Vuga, PhD student at the Faculty of Social Science, presented a longitudinal 
survey conducted independently between 1994 and 2007 by the research centre of the 
Faculty for Social Sciences, University of Ljubljana. Among various security issues, the 
study measured public opinion on peace operations, without making a distinction 
between peacekeeping, peacemaking, peace enforcement, peacebuilding etc.  
 
For the past few years public opinion surveys have shown falling support for Slovene 
engagement in peace operations. In 1994, when the survey started, 45 percent 
supported activities in peace operations. In 2003 support was the strongest, reaching 70 
percent, but is since then decreasing, so that in 2007 support was equal to 1994, only 
45 percent.  
 

There has also been a significant decrease 
in support for Slovene participation in peace 
operations with civil actors (yes: 1994 - 
53%, 2007 - 24%) and on the question of 
participation in peace operations with 
Slovenian Armed Forces or SAF (yes: 1999 
– 67.3%, 2007 - 43%). According to Janja 
Vuga, one of the possible reasons for those 
results is the general belief that Slovenia 
does not gain major economic benefits or 
international reputation, but that it is only 
fulfilling the expectations of the international 
community. Furthermore, lack of public 
knowledge about the different types of 
peace operations can also be one of the 

reasons for distrust of peace operations.  
 
Slovenians strongly support participation in peace operations taking place in the area of 
former Yugoslavia (2007: 35%), but far less operations in conflict regions like the Middle 
East (6.8%), Iraq (7%), Afghanistan (8.7%) and Africa (10.4%). This shows that the 
Slovenians are in favour of involvement in nearby regions, which also has an immediate 
effect on the country.  
 
Another characteristic that can be concluded from surveys is that public opinion is more 
open to peace operations when the aim of participation and the country’s objective is 
easier to identify. The population is more likely to support involvement in the case of 
humanitarian crisis, numerous casualties among a civilian population, lack of food and 
medicine, torture and/or the case of post-conflict reconstruction.  
 
Vuga argues that a social dialogue is needed in order to inform the public about the 
types of Slovenian international participation and other actors taking part. This is also a 
challenge for the media which  currently only focus on activities of SAF and Slovenian 
police, while other actors in peace operations remain in the shadow.   
(Minutes taken by Sebastian Illing and Katja Gönc) 



Dr. Iztok Prezelj:  
Security issues in SEE 
 
Dr. Iztok Prezelj is a professor in the Department for Defense Studies in the Faculty of 
Social Sciences at the University of Ljubljana and a coordinator of several research 
projects, one of them being Security and Cooperation in South East Europe (SEE). He 
explained the topic of security issues in SEE and the Slovenian agenda of involvement 
in the region.  

 
In the beginning of the 1990’s, Slovenia 
wanted to distance itself from the conflict in 
the Western Balkans region. According to Dr. 
Prezelj Slovenia was suffering from so called 
“escape syndrome” and did not participate in 
military and humanitarian operations in the 
region until it became a necessary condition 
for membership in NATO and the EU. The 
Slovene position was that Slovenia is not part 
of the problem, but can be part of the solution.  
 
The war’s legacy in SEE remains strong. Dr. 

Prezelj identified risk factors in the region: weak governments, organized crime, high 
unemployment (40-50% in Kosovo, 36% in FYROM, 30% BiH), corruption, terrorism, 
increasing radicalization, protection of war criminals in the region, the problem of 
internally displaced people from which many still have not returned, lack of optimism 
(76% of Macedonians believe that there will be a war in the near future) and finally the 
unresolved case of Kosovo. Dr. Prezelj believes that the situation in the region is 
improving, but development should proceed faster. Unfortunately, the current economic 
crisis will not benefit the region.  
(Minutes taken by Sebastian Illing and Katja Gönc) 
 
 
Dr. Klemen Grošelj:  
The role of Slovenia in Peacekeeping 
 
Dr. Klemen Grošelj, teaching assistant at the Faculty for Social Sciences, is engaged in 
the research of military as well as non-military security threats. For the purpose of this 
workshop he talked about role of Slovenia in peacekeeping.  
 
Slovenia is participating in peacekeeping for the purpose of strengthening its 
international position and to prove that it is not a part of the problem in SEE, but part of 
the solution. Contributing to international peace and security was Slovenia’s ticket to the 
western world as well as the opportunity to gain military experience. So far, Slovenia has 
taken part in more than 25 peacekeeping operations.  
 
Dr. Grošelj divided the development of Slovenian peacekeeping into three phases:  
 



1 – First steps (1997-2000): Before 1997 there were 
considerations of participation in peacekeeping, but 
with strong opposition to involvement in SEE. With 
ambitions for NATO and EU membership, Slovenia for 
the first time took part in ALBA and UNFICYP 
missions in 1997.  
2 – Intensification of Participation (2000-2004): In 
2001 the resolution on national security strategy and 
defense strategy was adopted, which set SEE as one 
of the priority areas. Participation in missions abroad 
grew in quantitative and qualitative terms.  
3 – After 2004: SAF have been involved in ongoing 
operations in SEE, especially in Kosovo and BiH, but 
also in Afghanistan and Iraq. Participation in 

Afghanistan and Iraq, where Slovenia does not have special interest, is according to Dr. 
Grošelj part of NATO and EU membership efforts.  
 
In the future, Slovenia will have to define its national interests and find a way to prioritize 
them in international peacekeeping.  
 
 
Mr. Bojan Pipenbaher, Ministry of Defense: Integration of Civil Capabilities into 
Peace Support Operations- Case of Slovenian CIMIC Projects 
Mr. Bojan Pipenbaher’s presentation was rich with examples. He pointed out the civil- 
military dimensions in the Crisis and Response Operation (CRO) and described the 
connection of civil and military actors in CIMIC (civil-military cooperation) missions.  
 
Mr. Pipenbaher focused on the role of civil functional 
specialists. Functional specialists are deployed to assist 
on various assessments, because of their expertise in a 
certain area. They come from various fields and are not 
necessarily military personnel.  
 
Candidates for civil functional specialists have to 
undergo thirty day training, which consists of courses 
such as civil participation in CRO, international 
humanitarian law, personal safety in CRO, religions in 
the Crisis Response Area, efficient use of 
communication and relations techniques and skills 
working with those harmed by crisis, use of NATO 
terminology and standard forms. Training is finished 
with a ten day long civil functional specialists/CIMIC NATO orientated basic course with 
practical exercises. According to the independent outside evaluation, Slovenian civil 
functional specialists show exceptional results throughout the exercise. 
 
To conclude his presentation, Mr. Bojan Pipenbaher elaborated on the examples of 
different operations, especially on NATO Civil Military Ministry Advisory Team in Kosovo 



that has a one year mandate (starting in April 2008) to build up Kosovo Security Forces. 
The mission will assist local government and encourage state reconstruction activities. 
Minutes taken by Britta Varan and Katja Gönc) 
 
 
Presentation by Department of Defence Students:  
The Role of Slovenia in Peace Operations in the Balkans 
 

The first day of the workshop was brought to an end by 
the students of the Defense Studies at the University of 
Ljubljana. They gave a well-structured and comprehensive 
presentation entitled The Role of Slovenia in Peace 
Operations in the Balkans, which deepened the MPS 
students’ knowledge of the subject and summarized many 
of the topics discussed during the first day by other 
presenters. All of the Slovenian students took part in 5-10 
minutes sections. 

 
The presentation began with an analysis of conflicting definitions of 
peacebuilding/peacekeeping, from the United Nations minimalist definition, to the NGOs 
maximalist definition. The pros and cons of international organizations were also 
discussed. The remainder consisted of looking more in depth at various countries of 
former Yugoslavia by teams of students. The first area of focus was Macedonia, or the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.  The role of Slovenia, namely its contribution 
of 15 police along with the roles of OSCE, NATO, and the UN were covered. Next on the 
list was Kosovo along with a brief history of the conflict. Slovenia has close ties to 
Kosovo as demonstrated by politicians’ support 
of Kosovo’s independence, although the public 
was against the recognition. Slovene troops in 
Kosovo are very popular because of their 
humanitarian work. Bosnia and Herzegovina was 
last in the presentation. A brief history and the 
historical relations with Slovenia were explained, 
specifically the “culture of closeness” shared by 
both countries. Slovenia’s involvement is not 
primarily military and there is little Slovenian 
public support for the work done there. 
(Minutes taken by Lynne Welton) 
 
 
Tuesday, 25 November 2008 
 
Ivana Boštjančič Pulko, Nina Čepon and Tina Ferle: 
Center for European Perspectives 
 
Ivana Boštjančič Pulko, Nina Čepon and Tina Ferle presented the Centre for European 
Perspective (CEP) which is located in the Jable Castle. CEP is an independent, non-
profit organization working on issues of peace, security, and socio-economic 



development and prosperity. The geographical focus is 
on South East Europe, the Balkans, the Middle East 
and the Mediterranean. The Slovenian government 
established this centre in July 2004 which before was 
called Centre for European Support. The CEP was 
inaugurated 23 May 2006. 
 
The centre’s structure consists of a supervisory board, 
an executive board and an advisory board. The 
advisory board has 14 members with some well-known 
politicians. A CEP team supports the executive board. 

The centre is financed with a budget coming from the Republic of Slovenia and Co- 
funding (EU and others). 
 
The CEP’s mission is to work with EU Candidate Countries, EU 
Potential Candidate Countries and New Neighbourhood Policy 
Countries because they want to promote European and Euro-
Atlantic integration processes, by drawing on the expertise of 
Slovenian public and private sectors and by engaging experts 
from across the EU. They engage in the areas of security, 
enlargement, good governance, and social and economic 
development with activities like training and educational 
seminars, workshops, study visits, expert visits, conferences and 
research analyses.  
 (Minutes taken by Maren Bunger) 
 
 
Marko Purkart, Foreign Ministry:  
Role of Slovenia in the Southeast Europe during its EU Presidency 
 
Marko Purkart, a representative of the Slovene Foreign Ministry, who was involved in 
the EU presidency of Slovenia, gave an insight into the EU’s security policy towards 
the Western Balkans as well as the role that Slovenia played during its presidency in 
refocusing this policy. 
The Western Balkans have posed new challenges to the European security after war 
broke out among the former Yugoslav republics. Many of the instruments within the 
Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) as well as the European Security and 
Defence Policy (ESDP) have consequently been developed alongside the wars in 
South Eastern Europe (SEE). Examples of this are shuttle diplomacy, the combination 
of military and civilian crisis management strategies and the EU missions in the 
Western Balkans (like EUPM and EUFOR in Bosnia and Herzegovina and EULEX in 
Kosovo). However, considering other upcoming security challenges in the world, it 
became clear that there was a strong need for a new security paradigm within the EU 
in order to cope with such a changing environment. With regard to the Western 
Balkans, this shift took place in the year 2000, when the region became embedded in 
the Stabilisation and Association Process (SAP). This process put all countries in SEE 
on the track towards entry into the EU. 



According to the speaker this was a revolutionary 
approach in that it combined pillar 1 (European 
Community) and 2 (Common Security and Defence 
Policy) instruments of the EU. The problem today, 
however, is first the prevailing enlargement fatigue 
within the EU and second, the misconceptions that 
still persist. This issue was broached by the 
Slovenian EU presidency, which aimed to develop a 
new focus for the Western Balkans. This reflects a 
shift within the Western Balkans, whereby some of 
the countries are no longer net receivers but net 
contributors to the crisis management of the EU. 
The subsequent question and answer session dealt 
with a variety of security issues, as for example the 
problems of EU-NATO co-operation in Kosovo, the 
stability of the current situation in the region, the co-

operation forms of Slovenia with other countries in SEE as well as the broader 
question of Slovenia’s role as a new member state within the EU. 
(Minutes taken by Julia Graupe) 
 
 
Dr. Hans-Joachim Goetz, German Ambassador:  
Cooperation Between Germany and Slovenia  
 
An elderly statesman with a Freiburgian dialect welcomes us in 
the facilities of the “Centre for European Perspectives” near 
Ljubljana. He apologizes. The German embassy in Slovenia is too 
small to host more than 20 people. The friendly looking man in 
front of us is Dr. Hans-Joachim Goetz, the German ambassador 
to Slovenia.  
 
Ambassador Dr. Goetz explains to us why Germans have a very 
unique link to Slovenia. He traces several reasons: i) Germany 
was the first to recognize Slovenia when it declared its 
independence in 1991, ii) in the 19th century Slovenia was part of 
the Holy Roman Empire of German Nations, iii) the economic ties 
to the region were already very strong during Yugoslav days, and last iv) Slovenia is a 
well accepted member of the European Union and therefore an important partner for 
Germany. Taking those factors into account, it is not astonishing that Germany is one of 
the biggest trade partners to Slovenia. Germany’s investment is extremely high and 
typically the returns are reinvested on the spot: mostly by Austrian subsidiaries of 
German companies. However, since Slovenia is in the crossroad of two big corridors, 
the investment is not predominantly used for the Slovenian market itself but for using 
Slovenia as a basis for trading towards East Europe. One reason for the close 
cooperation in the energy sector or in the strategic field can be seen in the fact that 
Slovenian experts provide particular knowledge of the Western Balkans. 



Reflecting on the issues mentioned above, 
the road to go is clear. Especially the 
economic ties lead to a spill over-effect of 
all other kinds of liaisons – cultural and 
social. The German Embassy in Slovenia 
has a bridging function of improving the 
exchange in the fields of language, culture 
and scholarships: this is why there should 
be fewer obstacles for students to get 
scholarships. Finishing with an anecdote 
from his daily work Ambassador Dr. Goetz 
ends our get together. Quiet often 
Germans come to the embassy to apply 

for passports because they have forgotten them at home. Who could have imagined a 
couple of years ago that people would forget about borders so fast, even at the edges of 
the European Union? Never thought of a visa. 
(Minutes taken by Britta Varan and Yaella Link) 
 
 
Wednesday, 26 November 2008 
 
Presentation by MPS Students:  
Art as a Means to Peace 
 
Aiming to bring in a new approach on the question of how to 
build peace and stability in SEE, 9 students from the Institute 
of Peace Research and Security Policy in Hamburg 
presented some initial thoughts about the role that arts can 
play in this respect. They did so by looking at the destructive 
as well as constructive role that various kinds of art have 
played in the region so far. 
This included firstly the influence of music during the 
Yugoslav Wars as well as exploring the controversy around 
the group Laibach as examples of how music can influence 
current events. Secondly, the Bosnian film Grbavica and the 
Romanian film Cum mi-am petrecut sfarsitul lumii (“The way 
I spent the end of the world”) were introduced in order to 
show how films can raise issues that are not openly addressed otherwise in the 
society. They can thus constitute a useful way of dealing with the past. Finally, the 
presentation of a theatre project in Srebrenica called Time of Celebration illuminated a 
way arts can become a means for working out a positive collective memory and thus 
support the building of a peaceful future. 
The subsequent question and answer session dealt with questions centred around 
such topics as under which circumstances arts can unfold their constructive effects or 
which forms of arts are more suited in different stages of a conflict. A lively discussion 
among the participants of the seminar continued during the break afterwards. 
(Minutes taken by Julia Graupe) 



Prof. Dr. Anton Bebler:  
EU/NATO Interface in the Western Balkans 
 
Prof. Dr. Anton Bebler, who teaches at the University of Ljubljana, took the Balkan as an 
example and drew attention to the situation concerning the security side of this area. 
The international community (UN, EU, NATO) has to be present in this area because 
there are still problems of intolerance, underdeveloped political security culture, 
corruption and organized crime. This security threat has become integrated in the EU.  
The problem is that the USA and the Western European Cooperation have lost interest 
in the Western Balkan as their priority became domestic and other issues like Iraq and 
the Middle East. Consequently, the EU and NATO said that the countries in the region 
should help more. Difficulties are to be found as well concerning Kosovo. Coordinating 
the 3 major missions UNMIK, KFOR and EULEX turned out to be a problem. Due to 
legal difficulties there is still no agreement how EULEX could take over. 
 

A positive example of good EU-NATO cooperation is in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina with now the result of a safe 
environment in this region. As a result, both processes 
need to be improved gradually because working 
together is indispensable. The EU needs to cooperate 
with NATO since it does not have an army itself. 
Hence, there is the question of the capabilities of 
peace keeping organisations of the EU. First of all 
there is a lack of fast decision making and of 
maintaining a certain level of military capability. A 
solution could be a more effective cooperation 
between the EU and NATO. There should be some 
clear rules concerning their cooperation. Decisions, for 

instance, should be made on a case to case basis. 
(Minutes taken by Maren Bunger) 
 
 
Dr. Beno Arnejčič:  
Political and Civic Education in the Slovenian Education System 
 
Dr. Beno Arnejčič, from the ministry of education and sport, presented the Slovenian 
educational system. He gave us basic information about education in Slovenia, the 
education system and its organisation and management, and 
the education policy in Slovenia. Basic education is compulsory 
and is funded from budgetary resources. The State universities 
and the professional colleges are autonomous; members of 
ethnic minorities have the right to receive education and further 
instruction in their mother tongue. The Roma have special 
educational rights. 
 
Then Dr. Arnejčič drew the attention to the educational White 
Book, in which is to be found how the Slovenian educational 
system functions, as well as a definition of the aims. 



Consequently, the minister is responsible and accountable for its execution. That 
means: implementation of educational policy, enforcement of educational legislation and 
strategic documentation and supervision of the operation and management of the public 
educational institutions and other institutions in the field of education. 
Later Dr. Arnejčič discussed whether special educational rights concerning the Roma 
are actually helping to improve the situation of inequality in the Slovenian society.  
(Minutes taken by Maren Bunger) 
 
 
Dr Mitja Bricelj:  
The Role of Slovenia in Resolving Environmental Questions in the Western 
Balkans 
 
Dr Mitja Bricelj from the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, brought a 
new focus into the overall topic of the seminar. So far, the exploration of Slovenia’s 
role in bringing peace and stability to South Eastern Europe (SEE) was largely 
confined to military-security aspects. By introducing the Sava Initiative Process, 
however, Dr Bricelj drew attention to environmental problems within the region that 
also need to be resolved to bring stability.  
The process was initiated by the Stability Pact 
for SEE in 2001 with the aim of finding a solution 
for the usage of transboundary water like the 
river Sava. The idea was to bring together all 
adjacent sates and find an agreement through 
cooperation. Dr Bricelj himself chaired the whole 
process as a Slovenian representative.  
Cooperation did, however, not come about right 
from the beginning. Many problems and 
disagreements occurred around the issues of 
navigation along the river, maintenance of the 
riverbed, pollution and the share of rights to use hydropower plants. But even before 
disagreements about these core issues could occur, there was disagreement about 
the language that should be chosen for the negotiations and mistrust. both among the 
participants and towards international experts’ right at the outset of the first negotiation 
rounds, was widespread.  
In the end all these problems could be overcome because all the participants were 
willing to invest in the process. The result was the signing of the Framework 
Agreement on the Sava River Basin (FASRB) in 2002, which settled all the issues 
mentioned above. Furthermore, the International Sava River Basin Commission was 
founded. It held its first session in 2005 and since 2006 has a permanent Secretariat at 
its disposal. Given the success of the process it was expanded to the Adriatic and 
Mediterranean region as well. 
(Minutes taken by Julia Graupe) 
 
 
 



Wednesday, 26 November 2008 
 
Aleš Grudnik, Ministry of the Interior’s Security Planning and Peacekeeping 
Missions: Slovenian Police in Peace Operations 
Vividly the man is pointing to his PowerPoint presentation displayed behind his back. 
“You see? We are here, here and here!” One can tell, the man is speaking from 
experience. Aleš Grudnik is a Slovenian police officer with lots to say.  
At first he points out the places where Slovenian police officers participate within 
international civilian missions. It becomes clear that they are almost everywhere where 
conflicts occur: from Albania to East Timor. The tasks of the Slovenian police officers are 
manifold. They support the local police in Bosnia-Herzegovina or train new police 
officers in Jordan. Most of them are in Kosovo – 15 of them assist to the EULEX 
mission.  
Quickly Mr. Grudnik moves from 
statistical charts to his experience and 
the work that is done by Slovenian 
police officers in international missions. 
“I’m sorry, some pictures are not nice.” 
The PowerPoint slide shows a picture of 
a blown up car somewhere in the Middle 
East. Police officers are trying to deal 
with the situation. “Imagine, we’re 
training Iraqis to become police officers 
in 8 weeks. They don’t know how to 
read and write. However, this is how it is 
done.” There are also some language 
problems since some of the people 
speak neither English nor Arabic, but 
they try to get along with the help of language assistants.  
Somebody in the audience is asking, “Do you think 8 weeks of training is enough?” Mr. 
Grudnik gives a diplomatic answer: “I’m a police officer, not a politician.”  
At the end of his speech the audience continues with lots of intriguing questions. The 
gap between demand and reality is huge. He knows from experience.  
(Minutes taken by Britta Varan and Yaella Link) 
 
 
Klaus Nolte, Military Attaché at the German Embassy in Ljubljana 
 
Klaus Nolte, Military Attaché at the German Embassy in Ljubljana met with participants 
of the Academic Network South East Europe to answer questions about his position in 
Ljubljana as well as the job of a military attaché in general.  He graduated from the 
Bundeswehr University in Hamburg, Germany, and is an Air Force Lieutenant Colonel. 
His job is to be a link between the German Government and the Slovenian Government 
on defense issues. He specifically works in the field of Combined Training.   



Since the fall of Yugoslavia, there is a military attaché in 
every Balkan country and attachés are rotated every 3 to 5 
years, so as to remain a neutral party.  Attachés must be 
able to speak the local language at a basic level and one 
of the most important parts of the job is to build 
connections and relationships with other attachés in order 
to maintain communication.  The Attachés meet once a 
month at a club meeting, but do not usually discuss 
sensitive issues. Many bilateral meetings are also carried 
out when sensitive issues need to be discussed. While 
they do play a diplomatic role, which become even more 

important in countries in crisis, they do not play a political role and must except the 
policy and decisions of their home government. The 30 minute Question and Answer 
session helped to clarify one of the many roles embassy attachés play while in foreign 
countries and the importance of cross cultural communication.  
(Minutes taken by Caitlin Corrigan) 
 
 
Roman Turšič from the International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims 
 
The third day of the workshop was brought to an end by Roman Turšič from the 
International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims, held in the Training Center for 
Disaster Relief building. Along with the reading materials presented to the participants in 
matching binders, commemorative pins of the ITF’s tenth anniversary could be found.  
The audience was made familiar with the issue of anti-personnel mines in South East 
Europe and ITF’s role in solving this problem. Topics of the presentation included the 
ITF’s background, structure, vision, mission, activities and funding, the greatest source 
being US funds.  
 
Of key interest was the current mine/ERW clearance by ITF focused mostly in former 
Yugoslavian republics, especially Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. The group was 

given concrete examples of ITF’s other activities  such as 
clearing a school which was cluster bombed during the 
war, distributing small loans for mine victims to rebuild 
their lives, training for doctors who deal with mine injuries, 
and “positive play” and other mine risk education. ITF has 
had many significant achievements: 90 million square 
meters of land in SEE and Couth Caucasus cleared of 
mines, 973 mine survivors rehabilitated, and Macedonia 
has achieved Mine Free status, although Montenegro only 
needs to be declared Mine Free.  
 
Finally, various non-European countries have been 
contacting the ITF to request its assistance in dealing with 
mine-related issues. Of these countries are Tajikistan, 
Vietnam, Colombia, Egypt, Sudan, Jordan and Lebanon. 
The presentation was ended with a question and answer 



session in which many questions, specifically about the training of deminers and the 
manufacture and export of anti-personnel mines was discussed. 
(Minutes taken by Lynne Welton) 
 
 
Thursday, 27 November 2008 
 
Prof. Dr. Vladimir Prebelic:  
Unresolved history - Peacebuilding without Reconciliation 
 
Prebelic started his lecture with a criticism of the 
EU-system, saying the EU acts with the conviction 
that huge amounts of money can solve problems. 
The following repercussions are that the local 
population does not trust the international actors 
anymore. Under the topic “what do we have to 
have in mind” he raised a couple of questions 
which can be also considered as appeals, 
because he did not answer all of them: When does 
the peacebuilding process start? Does a 
comprehensive approach mean targeting the 
causes of conflict? What about our Eurocentric 
viewpoint? Is peace building a long term exercise 
for us – do we have the time? And does that mean 
long-term funding, too? Do we really want to solve 
the conflict? Does the peace-business really exist?  
 
Afterwards, he switched to the case of Slovenia raising the question, if keeping peace 
was possible after a conflict and if phase 4 could be reached in the long run; (with phase 
1-war, 2- hatred as a latent conflict, 3-consequences of war, 4-living together equally in 
the aftermath of the conflict). He ironically stated that Slovenia reached all it wished for 
(membership UN, OSCE, CEFTA, EU, NATO etc.) but that the country has not yet been 
in a process of reconciliation, regarding the cruelties which took place after the Second 
World War when 200,000 people were killed by the communists under Tito. He went on 
and explained in detail what had happened during the Second World War, describing 
the partition of Slovenia in three parts by Italy, Germany and Hungary after the attack of 
06.April 1941. The Italians acted less ruthless, so the Partisan movement was able to 
build armed forces until 1942. After the Italians had pulled back in 1942, conditions 
changed and many different groups started to fight against each other: occupying forces, 
communists, anti-communists, Slovenian chetniks and numerous paramilitary units. But 
the mass executions by the communists started immediately after the war, and they 
have never been found guilty or charged with these war crimes yet. As the exhumations 
began after the independence in 1991, lots of mass graves were found (e.g. 20,000 
people near Maribor). He argued that reconciliation is still necessary because people still 
feel hatred (“you are Partisan!”, “you are Hungarian!”). His final statement in general is 
that without facing one’s own history, a work in the field of reconciliation is not possible 



in general; this also applies to the case of Slovenia. There is the need to say “we did 
this.” 
Questioned about his activities in these fields and how this very issue was dealt with in 
history classes, he stated that even now, the curriculum does not involve these issues. 
But he also pointed out that there are initiatives to make it part of the curriculum. In fact, 
he will work on that together with the headmasters of all Slovenian schools.  
The next question asked, focused on his mentioned comprehensive approach and on 
how he would have acted in a region like Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. 
Summed up, his answers were that: 1) foreign nations acting in the territory should have 
similar experiences 2) they should involve more local population, and 3) focus more on 
the causes of conflicts. But with his answer he remained vague.  
(Minutes taken by Dominique Klein) 
 
 
Dr Ljubica Jelušic and Tadej Burgar of the 
Slovenian Ministry of Defense 
 
Dr. Jelusic welcomed us to the first meeting she 
addressed as the new Defense Minister. She 
was glad to welcome all, especially those from 
Hamburg, and expressed the hope that all 
colleagues will continue with the program of the 
Academic Network South East Europe. Since 
she was aware of the various seminars we had 
participated in, the last part would be to 
understand the Defense Ministry. Jelusic also 
inquired if the organization and logistics of the military component were satisfactory, and 
stressed if there were any problems she would ensure improvements for the next time. 
Finally she concluded that the cooperation with the IFSH was important and that it 
should be extended in the future.       
 
After the brief introduction by the new Defense Minister, who had only been in office for 
4 days, Tadej Burgar held a short presentation on Slovenia’s defense policy. As key 
topics, the defense reform and the effective and sustainable deployment of forces, as 
well as the balancing of national and EU/NATO interests, were mentioned. In the 
presentation, he tried to discern what Slovenia can do to be a credible partner of the EU 
and NATO. Among the goals he defined for the defense reform process was the 
downsizing of administration, because it also entailed decreasing defense expenditures 
since 1999. With regards to downsizing he also mentioned the reduction of the 
Slovenian Armed Forces (SAF) from initially 76.000 in 1999 to 14.000 by 2010.  
 
The effective and sustainable deployable forces are nowhere in place, but there have to 
be collective forces that can be deployed for the EU/NATO in order to fulfill the demands 
of the structures. This was important, because with the joining of NATO, Slovenia shares 
the responsibility of the world security, too.  He further mentioned the need for short-
term, mid-term, and long term plans since they are all interconnected, and how NATO 



demands concerning units, personnel and equipment have to be negotiated with the 
Slovenian Ministry of Defense. With that he mentioned how he has to convince NATO 
that he is doing his best in complying with the NATO demands. Key goals of the major 
equipment project were to acquire new electronic and communication equipment, 
aircraft and combat vehicles. It is important “that we have soldiers equipped with 
everything they need to survive” said Burgar.    
 
After mentioning briefly the potential risks that include among others the lack of 
personnel, insufficient financial resources, and the structure of defense expenditures, 
Burgar talked about the history of operations the SAF has participated in. How, since 
they entered NATO they have been present in all its operations. “If you are a member of 
a family it is difficult to say no to making the bed or washing the dishes.” A diplomatic 
way of mentioning the problems that even though the SAF may not want to participate in 
all NATO operations, their obligation as a member required them to participate 
nonetheless.  
 
Furthermore, Burgar mentioned the priorities Slovenia set 
during its EU presidency. Obviously the priority region was the 
Western Balkans, and the main missions were EUFOR Althea, 
EUFOR Tchad/RCA, EU SSR Guinea Bissau and EULEX 
Kosovo. Also, the dialogue between EU-UN and EU-NATO 
was prioritized. Burgar lamented the problem of Turkey 
blocking decisions and the inconsistencies within the co 
operational framework.  A single set of forces of EU and 
NATO that adhere to the same standards and procedures 
could ensure that disturbances and turbulences from opposing 
countries could be overcome. Finally, Tadej Burgar stated that 
there were no conclusions. “There will always be challenges, 
now and in the future, but the integration into NATO and EU is 
a process, and the development of capabilities has proved to 
be a catalyst for defense transformation.” 
(Minutes taken by Dominique Klein) 
 
 
Thursday, 27 November 2008 

  
A trip through the country to the coast and military 
barracks in the woods 
Everybody was excited about Thursday, November 27th 
2008. The big day: A journey from Slovenia’s capital 
Ljubljana with a pit stop at the coast in Piran, to the 
small town of Vipava, where one of Slovenia’s military 
training centers is located.  
Snow in Ljubljana. On the bus people start to warm up. 
Outside, the landscape is changing: from the old city 



centre to more industrial outskirts, and from snow-caped trees to greenish sunny 
mountains. After a bit more than an hour the bus stops for the first time. We are at the 
top of a hill with a gorgeous view on Trst/Trieste, bordering the Adriatic Coast and 
Slovenia. Throughout the century caught in conflict, the city now looks like a cozy place 
to be. At least from afar. Averting our eyes from this beauty, we step again on the bus, 
not expecting that there is something similarly beautiful awaiting us just a few minutes 
ahead: Piran/Pirano. This city looks exactly like one expects Trst/Trieste to look from 
afar. It is a little seaport at the Adriatic Coast. We try to explore the city within 2 hours. 
Of course, there is not enough time to catch the place’s entire beauty. However, getting 
back on the bus, we can still find the smell of the Adriatic Sea in our clothes.  
Dusk is coming and we arrive in complete 
exhaustion the military training centre of 
Vipava. No more exercise for us, but a warm 
welcome by Lieutenant Miran Rozanec and an 
introduction to the Slovenian Armed Forces. 
Afterwards we check in. Military barracks are, 
at least for civilians, an exiting place to spend a 
night. One night. At the end of the day – after a 
beer in town – we fall asleep in the military 
barracks dreaming of beautiful places at the 
Adriatic coast.  
(Minutes taken by Britta Varan and Yaella Link) 
 
 
Friday, 28 November 2008 
Military Museums in Vipava and Pivka 
 

The last day began with a modest 
breakfast in the mess hall of the Janko 
Premrl-Vojko barracks, named after 
anti-fascist activist and resistance 
leader, where the chilly air and 
beautiful mountains were enjoyed. The 
participants were also lucky enough to 
witness the calamity of an inspection of 
the soldiers complete with last minute 
boot polishing, before making their way 
past the armored personnel carrier on 
display in the courtyard, to the first 
military museum of the day. It was an 
interesting change of pace for the 
participants in the workshop, who were 

used to seated presentations about policy and peacemaking. 
 



The first impression of the museum was the reconstruction of the 
front line on the Kras area, which shows the battlefield of the 
Austro-Hungarian side of World War I, together with an imitation 
of the firing line at the entrance of the museum itself. The War 
Museum celebrated its 15th anniversary last year and the 30th 
anniversary of its collection this year. The collection is based on 
artifacts found on the old battlefields of the Soča or Insonzo 
Front. Appealing to a variety of senses, the museum presented 
visitors with the sights and sounds of World War 1, with different 
rooms decorated to replicate a field hospital, a workshop, the 
living quarters of a battalion commander, and underground 
caverns. Among the artifacts were newspaper clippings, books, 

glass bottles, and of course ammunition and weapons. 
 

The second military museum was located in 
Pivka, in a fort along the Alpine Wall, which has 
a history starching back to the Romans up to 
World War 2 and the present day. It began as 
an important pass and a Roman fortress, which 
was later fortified to withstand Turkish raids, 
and later was used by Napoleon. During World 
War 1, part of Slovenia was promised to Italy 
and Italy defended this boarder by building the 
Alpine Wall. During World War 2 the railway 
was important for the Germans to supply the 
front, and the railway was destroyed and rebuilt 
three times by the Germans.  The fortress also 

played a role in the Trieste (Trst) dispute. After WWII, Tito was part of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, with the possibility of attack from the left and the right, which brought the 
fortress again into impotence. It is home to the only tank battalion in Slovenia. The 
highlight of the visit was the extensive tank and artillery collection. 
(Minutes taken by Lynne Welton) 
 
 
Guided Tour through the Postojna Cave 

The Postojna Cave was an appropriate end of the entire workshop and trip as it 
combined both the military history of Slovenia and its natural beauty. The horizontal 
cave system is 20,570 meters long, the longest cave system in Slovenia, and with about 

5 km of the caves open to the public, 
it’s also the longest publicly accessible 
cave system in the world. The beauty 
of the cave lies in the many colors of 
the rock, white, red, pink, and orange, 
caused by the build up of various 
minerals through the dripping of 
ground water from the rock above. The 
stalactite and stalagmite formations 



come in many different shapes, sometimes even combining to form pillars which seem 
to hold up the roof of the spacious cave. 

The first description of the cave was in the 17th century by Johann Weichard Valvasor. 
An area of the cave which was until 1818 unknown, was discovered accidentally by Luka 
Čeč. In 1819, the caves were opened to the public, and Čeč became the first official 
tourist guide for the caves. Electric lighting was added in 1884, before even Ljubljana. In 
1872 the first cave train for tourists was built. At first, these were pushed along by the 
guides themselves, later a gas locomotive was introduced and was eventually replaced 
by electric. The caves have been used throughout recent history as a warehouse for 
military equipment. One part of the cave suffered from an explosion and is now 
permanently stained black from the smoke. 

The caves are also home to many endemic creatures, such 
as the olm, the largest cave-dwelling amphibian in the 
world. Part of the tour through the caves used to include a 
pool with a few olms on display. However these have been 
removed recently, due to the effect of the flash of tourists’ 
cameras on their sensitive skin, which turns black as if 
burned. 

The tour ended in the Concert Hall, a natural space which has sufficient room for 10,000 
people. The acoustics here are exceptional, leading symphony orchestras and a variety 
of soloists to perform here. The participants were encouraged to try out the echo of the 
hall by singing or whistling.  
(Minutes taken by Lynne Welton) 
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Military Relations, Belgrade; PhD candidate, thesis on the "Security sector
reform as a part of democratization process in Serbia", Faculty of Political
Sciences, University of Belgrade, Serbia

Potpara, 
Dejan 

Citizenship: Montenegrin

Academic background: Master of Science in Economics at the Faculty of
Economics, University of Montenegro, 

Currently doing / Special interests: Eptisa Proyectos Internacionales,
Montenegro Project Office, Long Term Expert - Institutional Reform

Prebilic, 
Vladimir, PhD

 Citizenship: Slovenian

Academic background: PhD in Defense Studies at the University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Currently doing / Special interests: Head of Department of Defence
Studies, Defence Research Centre, University of Ljubljana / Teaching com-
parative political systems and governments, geography for defense studies,
introduction to the European Union, military geography, military history,
military logistics, theory of military tactics

Repina, 
Jure 

Citizenship: Slovenian 

Academic background: 4th year student of political science - defense stu-
dies (war module).

Currently doing/Special interests: He is also finishing his volunteer military
service in Slovenian armed forces, which is connected to his study at the
Faculty
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Schneider, 
Patricia, PhD

 Citizenship: German

Academic background: PhD in political science 

Currently doing/Special interests: Senior researcher at the Institute for
Peace Research and Security Policy at the University of Hamburg (IFSH),
Academic coordinator of the postgraduate Master's program "Peace and
Security Studies" , manager of the "Academic Network South East
Europe"; editor of the scientific journal "S+F. Sicherheit und Frieden -
Security and Peace"

Shkodra, 
Jehona

Citizenship: Kosovar

Academic background: Faculty of Economy, Prishtina, Kosovo

Currently doing / Special interests: Postgraduate student in Prishtina,
Kosovo

Svete, 
Uroš, PhD

Citizenship: Slovenian

Academic background: Ph.D. at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University
of Ljubljana

Currently doing / Special interests: Researcher at Defence Research Centre
and a teaching assistant at the Faculty of Social Sciences

Tapavicki, 
Predrag

Citizenship: German

Academic background: Bachelor of Arts in Political Sciences at the
University of Bremen, Germany

Currently doing / Special interests: Master Studies in Political Sciences
(International Relations and European Integration) at the University of
Bremen; Research Internship at the IFSH, Hamburg / Special interest: post-
conflict-peacebuilding and democratization strategies, global security
governance, liberal international relations theory and democratic wars
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Welton, 
Lynne

 Citizenship: US-American 

Academic background: Bachelor of Arts in Social Science

Currently doing / Special interests: Master of Peace and Security Studies
(MPS) at the University of Hamburg, Germany / Internship with the John
Kerry Campaign 2004 in Califormia. Interest: nuclear non-proliferation and
disarmament, US American-German relations, EU security policy, econo-
mic development in conflict areas

Varlec, 
Dolores

Citizenship: Slovenian

Academic background: 4th year student of political science - defense stu-
dies at the Faculty for Social Sciences in Ljubljana, Slovenia

Currently doing/Special interests:  

Vuga, 
Janja

Citizenship: Slovenian

Academic background: Graduated in political science at Defense Studies
Department, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

Currently doing / Special interests: Ph.D. student at the Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Ljubljana, where she works as a young researcher.
Her main topic of research is observing cross-cultural relations between
members of multinational peace operations

Varan, 
Alexandra-Britta

Citizenship: German

Academic background: Master in Educational Science

Currently doing / Special interests: Master of Peace and Security Studies
(MPS) at the University of Hamburg, Germany / Opera, Musical, Chanson,
Singer/Songwriter, Making music (Singing, flute, guitar, piano);
International cinema; Jewish culture, Eastern Europe
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Zupancic, 
Rok 

 Citizenship: Slovenian

Academic Background: Graduate in International relations, University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Currently doing/Special interests: Researcher at the Faculty of Social
Sciences, University of Ljubljana. Conflict-prevention and conflict resolu-
tion in international community




